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31. Pacific Oyster/Bay City
From Hwy 101 in Bay City, turn W 
onto Oyster Dr, and park.
A quick stop along this spit that juts 
into Tillamook Bay is very productive 
for shorebirds including Black and 
Ruddy Turnstone, and Spotted Sand-
piper.  Purple Martin, Caspian Tern, 
and Osprey are common in spring.  
Western Gull and Bald Eagle are seen 
year round.

CEFG
Sponsor: Tillamook County

32. Bay City to Tillamook 
Drive Hwy 101 S from Bay City to 
Tillamook, and stop at pullouts along 
the highway.
This stretch of the Pacific Coast 
Scenic Byway winds through flooded 
pasture and river frontage and is ad-
jacent to estuaries.  In winter, watch 
for Blue-winged Teal, Northern Pintail, 
American Wigeon, Canada Geese, 
White-tailed Kite, and Red-shoul-
dered Hawk. Killdeer and Whimbrel 
are seen during migration.

EFGK
Sponsor: Tillamook County

33. Blue Heron French 
Cheese Company
From Hwy 101 in Tillamook, turn E  
on Blue Heron Drive, proceed to 
parking lot.
This wine and cheese haven comes 
complete with an array of farm 
animals to feed and touch, the 
surrounding fields attract Canada 
Geese, Mallard, Killdeer, Red-winged 
and Brewer’s Blackbird, and Violet-
green and Barn Swallow.

CEFG

34. Tillamook Forest Center
From Hwy 101 in Tillamook, take 
Hwy 6 E to MP 21, follow signs to the 
Center (L).
To see birds of the Coast Range, 
consider a trip inland to the Tillamook 
Forest Center.  Nestled in a lush green 
landscape, it showcases the historic 
Tillamook Burn and the public spirit 
behind a monumental reforestation 
effort that helped shape sustainable 
forest management.  Spend the day 
hiking the extensive trail system in 
summer and look for Northern Pyg-
my-Owl, Pileated Woodpecker, Brown 
Creeper, Winter Wren, Varied Thrush, 
Pine Siskin, and Orange-crowned, 
Yellow, Wilson’s, and MacGillivray’s 
Warbler.

AC
Sponsor: TLC Federal  
Credit Union

35. Bayocean Spit/ 
Tillamook Bay
From Hwy 101 S in Tillamook, turn 
W (R) on 3rd St/Three Capes Scenic 
Loop, and go 3 mi to Bayocean spit 
(sign).  Turn R and follow gravel road 
1.5 mi to parking lot.
On the way to Bayocean Spit, watch 
the flooded pastures and wetlands 
for Aleutian Cackling Goose, Killdeer, 
and White-tailed Kite.  The spit is sur-
rounded by scenic Tillamook Bay and 
is most productive in spring and fall 
when migrating shorebirds use it as a 
stopover.  Hike the gravel dike to see 
Tundra Swan, Red Phalarope, Brant, 
Snowy Egret, and Horned Grebe from 
fall through early spring and Great 
Blue and Green Heron, Bald Eagle, 
and Peregrine Falcon year-round. 

AEFGH
Sponsor: Friends of Cape 
Meares Lighthouse and  
Wildlife Refuge

36. Cape Meares State 
Scenic Viewpoint
From Hwy 101 S in Tillamook, turn R 
on 3rd St/Netarts Hwy and follow to 
Bayocean Rd NW, turn R, then L onto 
Cape Meares Loop Rd (not the town 
of Cape Meares), and follow signs to 
parking.

Panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean 
and Three Arch Rocks, Oregon’s 
shortest lighthouse, the giant Octopus 
tree, and trails through old-growth 
forest delight visitors.  Peregrine Fal-
con nest on adjacent Cape Meares 
National Wildlife Refuge each spring, 
and tens of thousands of Common 
Murre nest on offshore islands.  Gray 
Jay, Varied Thrush, Dark-eyed Junco, 
Bald Eagle, Cedar Waxwing, Black 
Oystercatcher, Pelagic Cormorant, Pi-
geon Guillemot, and White-crowned 
Sparrow are common year-round.  

ACEFG
Sponsor: Friends of Cape Meares 
Lighthouse and Wildlife Refuge
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37. Oceanside Beach/  
Three Arch Rocks National 
Wildlife Refuge
From Cape Meares State Scenic 
Viewpoint, continue S on Cape 
Meares Scenic Loop Rd, Turn R on 
Pacific Ave to parking lot.  From Hwy 
101 S in Tillamook, turn R on 3rd St/
Netarts Hwy W.  Follow 8.7 mi, turn L 
on Pacific Ave to parking lot.
At the heart of Oceanside, this small 
park provides beach access, close 
views of Three Arch Rocks National 
Wildlife Refuge, and great agate 
hunting in winter. In summer watch 
for large flocks of Western Gull, 
Brown Pelican, and cormorants feed-
ing near shore.  Surf Scoter, Common 
Loon and Western and Red-necked 
Grebe are seen in fall and winter. With 
a spotting scope it’s possible to view 
Steller’s sea lion using the refuge.

CEFGH
Sponsor: TLC Federal Credit 
Union



12

38. Netarts Bay
From Hwy 101 S in Tillamook, turn 
R on 3rd St/Netarts Hwy W, follow 6 
mi to Bay.  Use pullouts along Bay for 
viewing wildlife.  
The 2,700-acre tidal estuary is a 
haulout site for harbor seals and 
provides excellent roadside birding 
year-round.  In fall and winter, look 
for Common, Red-throated, Pacific 
and (rarely) Yellow-billed Loon, Eared, 
Horned, and Western Grebe, Pelagic 
and Double-crested Cormorant, and 
Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, and 
Surf Scoter.  Great Blue Heron are 
seen in abundance year-round along 
with Great Egret.  Brown Pelican and 
Osprey arrive in spring.

CEFGHK
Sponsor: US Fish and Wildlife 
Service

39. Cape Lookout State Park
From Hwy 101 in Tillamook, go W (R) 
on 3rd St, and stay straight to Netarts 
Hwy E. Follow 6 mi to Whiskey Creek 
Rd, turn R into park.

A popular recreational park located 
on a sand spit between Netarts Bay 
and the Pacific Ocean, Cape Lookout 
allows sweeping ocean views and 
beach access.  Over 8-miles of hiking 
trails wind through dense old-growth 
forest. Along them you can see Hairy 
Woodpecker, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned and 
White-crowned Sparrow, Gray Jay, 
Wilson’s Warbler, Cedar waxing, and 
Red Crossbill.

ABCDEFG
Sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department

40. Munson Creek State 
Natural Site
From Hwy 101 in Tillamook, drive S 
6 mi to Munson Creek Rd, turn E (L), 
and go 2 mi to parking lot.
Home to ancient western redcedar 
and sitka spruce, this park is a relic 
of the Pacific Northwest rainforest.  
Hike a trail to see Munson Creek 
Falls tumbling 319-feet into a pool 
that feeds salmon spawning grounds.  

Watch and listen year-round for 
American Dipper, Varied Thrush, 
and Winter Wren and in summer for 
Swainson’s Thrush, Wilson’s Warbler, 
Western Tanager, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
and Hairy Woodpecker. 

AEFG
Sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department

41. Whalen Island/Clay Mey-
ers Natural Area
From Hwy 101 S of Tillamook, turn R 
on Sandlake Rd, turn R to continue 
on Sandlake Rd, then R on Whalen 
Island Rd.   
This coastal estuarine ecosystem 
bounded by the Sand Creek estu-
ary provides habitat for adult salmon 
and steelhead trout. The area is an 
ecological potpourri, including mixed 
woodlands, grasslands, fresh and 
saltwater wetlands, and a rare na-
tive dune sedgeland. Hike the short 
loop trail during April and September 
to see migrating Western and Least 
Sandpiper, Semipalmated Plover, and 
Sanderling.  Bald Eagle, black-tailed 
deer, river otter, and black bear are 
here year-round. 

ABCDEFG
Sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department

42. Cape Kiwanda State 
Natural Area
From Hwy 101 S in Tillamook, drive 
27 mi, turn W on Brooten Rd, then W 
(L) on Pacific Ave, turn N (R) on Cape 
Kiwanda Dr, and go 1 mi to parking 
lot on W (L).
The smallest of three capes located 
on the Three Capes Scenic Route, 

Cape Kiwanda boasts rocky intertidal 
habitat, a long sandy beach, and the 
best vantage point to see the offshore 
Haystack Rock.  While strolling the 
beach in fall and winter, watch for 
Western Grebe, Pacific Loon, Surf 
Scoter, Black Turnstone, and Surfbird. 
Brown Pelican fly by in large numbers 
in summer. The Semidi Island Aleu-
tian Cackling Goose roost on Hay-
stack Rock at night from November 
to April.

CEFG 
Sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department

43. Cascade Head Nature 
Preserve
From Hwy 101 in Lincoln City, drive 
2.4 mi N of the Salmon River almost 
to the summit of Cascade Head.  Turn 
L on Cascade Head Road (USFS Road 
1861) and continue 4 mi (L at fork) to 
trailhead; or go 1 mi to Hart’s Cove 
trailhead. Road closed January 1 to 
July 15.
Moderately difficult hiking trails wind 
through spectacular, sitka spruce/
western hemlock forest ending with 
views of the Salmon River estuary, 
the Pacific Ocean, and Cape Foul-
weather.  Roosevelt elk graze the 
open grasslands where The Nature 
Conservancy manages habitat for 
endangered Oregon Silverspot But-
terfly.  Birds include Varied Thrush, 
Wrentit, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Wilson’s 
Warbler, and Great Horned and 
Northern Pygmy Owl. 

AEFGL
Sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation

Sanderlings

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y:
 R

ic
h

a
r

d
 C

r
o

n
b

e
r

g



13

B E S T  N E S T !  G O O D  G R U B S . . .

Located at the hub of North Coast Oregon birding sites, 
Seaside has 1400 rooms, 65 restaurants, the famous 
Promenade along the ocean, the aquarium, shopping and a 
wide choice of other activities and amusements to enhance 
your trip. Visit our web site for information and reservations.

SEASIDE VISITORS BUREAU
888.306.2326 - 503.738.3097

Seaside, Oregon  97138

MORE THAN JUST A DAY AT THE BEACH!

w w w. s e a s i d e o r. c o m

Jewell Medows

Coxcomb Hill
Eagle Sanctuary 

Necanicum Estuary

South Jetty
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